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I’ve just finished speaking to special TUC Congress, a once in a generation gathering of 

trade unions. The last time we met like this was over forty years ago, to fight Margaret 

Thatcher’s anti-union legislation. 

We now have a new fight on our hands. The Tories' Minimum Service Levels legislation 

will mean that when workers lawfully vote to strike, they could be forced to attend work – 

and sacked if they don’t comply. 

This year, I have stood on dozens of picket lines with thousands of workers. With physios, 

paramedics, rail workers, university lecturers, civil servants, teachers and more.  

Today, special Congress resolved that we will continue to fight for their right to strike. 

And for the right of every worker to strike. We will defy this government and we will get 

this unjust law repealed. 

Our movement made clear today that if they come for one worker, they will face us all. 

Our campaign will continue in our workplaces and communities - and today we 

announced our next national action. So on 27 January, the whole movement will march 

with the sacked GCHQ workers through Cheltenham, to commemorate their victory and 

to recommit ourselves to defiant opposition to minimum service levels, trade union 

restrictions and any threat to the right to strike. 

Join the march and rally in Cheltenham to make our voices heard. 

Protect the Right to Strike: National march and rally in Cheltenham 

Saturday, 27 January, 2024 • 12:00 noon 

Montpellier Gardens, Cheltenham  

Find out more and RSVP here 

In the last two years we have seen union members take action in workplaces up and 

down the country, many for the first time. And crucially, workers are winning, through 

their unions.  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcOpy_XqN4R2ZGjoK-5zZnlcN4n1JrRSFCA67_wNBB0m1RbSWoAdcmF59tzfB9pICoSeUDmGb9oQSiF5sZgDoLApZXIy4iZxkxrNGwea3UkbhLB5eSG8R4IbP21XedM5AAkfKvAhfwvAzImiCeLBfPecOnrgqriztljp8Ru_3NdVrpd4P1UkYzN8f5WVjO3bJUP7oRC8A_o5WIwhaSb_bWHuaevTOWeeliR09eD5Kx1JL5YbzNmSQ_NJHNp8Fe93PxOCR8QBsFETUWHTReP8iP2kv9mBRQnxPs7Xxm7lo7oGMJ8i2DC4gKKbbvVrYweNi-5aKEqq4c5CYwZZbcmbuzFVbA6dkFqISWCkp0-6N2bq/41z/cF164VE1SlWIy55AegL8Qg/h0/Zq4_Qw9Qz0GKdf0FkofathGRZ9GJ1r7DGuRXCN5Jb3Q


We must continue the fight for fairness and a voice in every workplace. But we can’t win 

without getting more people into unions. If you’re not a union member, you can join 

today. 

If friends or family haven’t joined yet, today’s the day to ask them. 

Join your union  

Ask friends to join a union on Facebook  

Together we will win 
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